
Saying good-bye is never
easy.   It is not easy because
Christ Chapel is a special place
with very special people.  It has
been my honor to serve as your
pastor since the spring of 2001.
These years have been the rich-
est of my ministry.  

There are times when the
preacher makes the church and

times when the church makes the
preacher.  The latter has certainly been
my experience.  If I have grown as a pas-
tor and teacher it is due to God's grace
and the nature of our wonderful fellow-
ship.  All of you have contributed so
much to my life and have shaped me
deeply.

Together we have shared much.  It
has been a privilege to open God's Word
every Sunday to an eager congregation.
I have counted it an honor to be invited
into your lives and to walk with you dur-
ing seasons of joy and grief.  Many who
have gone on to be with the Lord left a
lasting impression on me.  There are
memories I will cherish forever.

Thank you for the love you have shown to me and
my family.  You received us as your own, prayed for us
as saints always do and supported the ministry for the
sake of God's glory.  Words cannot express how grate-
ful I am for all the love you have shown us.  

It has been a delight to see God impart an uncom-
mon level of unity among us.  There is a spirit of love
at Christ Chapel that far exceeds most churches.  There
is a strong desire to assimilate into the Cape communi-
ty with the love of Jesus.  Christ Chapel is a spiritually
healthy place.  I urge you not to take any of those
things for granted and bring to completion what God
has begun.  I truly believe that the best years of Christ
Chapel lie ahead.  God's hand is clearly upon you. 

I know God will hold you in His gracious grip.  I
appeal to you to trust God.  Love Jesus.
Believe His Word.  Pray Hard.  Be hum-
ble.  Love one another.  Reach out.  Live
with faith.  Serve others.  Pray for us as
we will pray for you.  

In Acts 20 the Apostle Paul is saying
good-bye to the elders of the church of
Ephesus after three years.  It is a passage
full of ethos and emotion.  Before Paul
boarded a ship to head to Jerusalem they
all knelt down and prayed.  Luke
describes the scene replete with hugs and
kisses and tears.  As he expressed his
farewell to them I find his words forming
my own prayer for you, "I commend you
to the grace of God and to the word of
His grace, which is able to build you up

and to give you an inheritance among all those who are
sanctified."  

In His grip,
Paul, Lisa, Jonathan and Janelle
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to my life and have
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Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples! - 1 Chronicles 16:24

PROCLAIM
FROM THE PASTOR



The story is told of a dad
who took his five year old son,
Jackson, to a young friend’s
birthday party. All dressed up,
brimming with enthusiasm,
Jackson rushed into his
friend’s house to join the fes-

tivities. But when his father picked him up after the
party, Jackson looked dejected. “What’s the matter”
asked his father. “Didn’t you enjoy the party?” The
answer was a terse “No.” “But you were looking for-
ward to this party so much! Why didn’t you have fun?”
In words that only a five year
could utter, Jackson answered,
“I didn’t get any presents!” To
which his dad could only reply,
“But Jackson, it wasn’t your
party!”

There’s a lesson for us in the
midst of this anecdote.  Worship
is, so to speak, God’s party, not
ours. When we gather for wor-
ship, we come not to receive
(though we certainly do that
also), but to give to God the
presents of our faith, our grati-
tude, our praise, our confession,
and the commitment of our
hearts.  God is simultaneously
the inviter, the host, and the
guest of honor at our worship
services. Worship, after all, is
God’s idea, not ours.

We need to recognize that all of our movement
toward God occurs because God acts first. God created
us and made us able to respond to Him as creatures to
their Creator.  It is God who has revealed Himself to us
through the pages of Scripture, through creation, and
through his Son, Jesus Christ.  It is God who has given
us salvation through Christ and drawn us into relation-
ship with Himself. 

God always initiates; we can only respond -- and
our primary response is worship. In worship we
respond in praise to the glory and greatness God has
revealed to us; we respond with thanksgiving for the

saving grace God has lavished upon us; we respond in
wonder and delight to the relationship God has initiat-
ed with us. Even being able to respond to God in wor-
ship depends not on our own strength but on the Holy
Spirit working in us. 

Our worship is an obedient response to God’s invi-
tation. We may invoke God to bless our worship and to
make His presence known, but in a greater sense we
cannot invite God to be present in our worship. He is
always present; we’re the ones who stray! Rather, it is
God who invites us to worship. It is his Word that tells
us, “Come, let us worship and bow down. . . .”

God has revealed Himself to
us and has established a relation-
ship with us by His power and
grace. God delights in that rela-
tionship, and He both desires and
deserves our worship as a means
of affirming and strengthening
our relationship with Him.
“Worship the Lord with glad-
ness,” says the psalmist, “Come
before Him with joyful songs”
(Ps. 100:2). Coming to God is
not an option for Christians but
rather our obedient response to
God’s gracious invitation.

The work of Christ has
opened the way for us to come
into God’s presence, as the book
of Hebrews makes clear (4:16;
7:19, 25). The writer exhorts us

to take full advantage of the free access to the Father
that Christ has made available: “Let us draw near to
God” with confidence, assurance, and faith (10:22).
Our living High Priest has not only made the way clear
through his blood (vv. 19-20), but actively leads us (v.
21) into fellowship with God.  Those truths have pro-
found implications for how we “come to God in wor-
ship.”  We have been invited and ushered by God
Himself into His holy presence. God has taken the ini-
tiative and paid the cost. God is the host of this gather-
ing, the subject and the object of our worship. God is
the main event, our purpose for gathering.

~ Continued, page 4 ~

Rev. Thomas
Crumb

WORSHIP NOTES
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SUNDAY, JULY 6, 2008
8:30 & 10:15 AM

For Whom Did Christ Die?
Romans 3:21-26

SUNDAY @ 6 
No evening service

SUNDAY, JULY 13
COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE

10:00 AM

My Prayer for You
Ephesians 3:14-21

FOLLOWING THE SERVICE

Farwell Reception & Lunch 
for Pastor Beck & Family

SUNDAY @ 6 
No evening service

SUNDAY, JULY 20
8:30 & 10:15 AM

To Be Announced

SUNDAY @ 6
Youth Missions Trip Team
Acuna, Mexico Missions

Trip Presentation

SUNDAY, JULY 27
8:30 & 10:15 AM

Speaker: Dr. John DeBrine
President & Host, Songtime USA

Preventing the 
Church Youth Exodus

(Why 2 Out of 3 Teenagers Leave
the Church After Graduation)

SUNDAY @ 6
No evening service

I have recently read through the book of
Proverbs.  A book with such wisdom is bound to
leave one with a few thoughts; here are mine.
• Think twice before you ever try a get rich quick
scheme.

• All of those passages about a fool loving to share his opinion about
everything are only for those whose opinions I disagree with and not
my own… Right?

• I love the term “sluggard.”  I can’t wait to use it when my kids hit
their teenage years and start to sleep in.

• I’m hoping the phrase “gluttonous eater of meat” doesn’t apply to my
occasional binge at the Brazilian Grille buffet.

• My grandparents made it to the ages of 89, 91, 93, and 93.  I think
they were living proof of the fear of God and righteousness leading to
a long life.

• I sure am glad my wife isn’t quarrelsome.
• There may not be a stronger argument in all of scripture for paying

attention to God’s word than Proverbs 28:9.  Look it up.
• Is it wrong that I take maybe a little too much pleasure in reading the

part about heaping coals on my enemy’s head?
• Why is it that I always seem to remember the passage about pride

going before the fall after I’ve fallen and not before?  I guess some of
us are just stubborn learners.

• If lenders and borrowers all had to read Proverbs, I’m quite sure we
wouldn’t have the housing foreclosure crisis we do today.

• Have you been seeking wisdom like it is gold lately?  A good reminder
for all of us.

• Got a problem with greed?  Try reading Proverbs 30:15 and see if the
leech sucking from both ends reference doesn’t convict you a little.
Eew! 

• The next time my grass gets too long and I don’t feel like mowing, I
wonder if Gretchen will buy my excuse if I tell her there’s a lion in the
back yard.

• I’m thinking about making up a tract with all the passages about not
sparing the rod and discipline, so I’ll have them ready to pass out at
grocery stores, birthday parties, amusement parks, etc.

• Why not leave you with a favorite of many to ponder for your day?
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make
straight your paths.”  Proverbs 3:5 & 6.

Pete Axelson 
Youth Pastor

YOUTH NEWS
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Pondering Proverbs

Please pray for the youth group members and team leaders
that will be on a missions trip in Acuna, Mexico July 5 - 12

JULY SERMONS



God is watching over Stephen Ministry at Christ
Chapel. He has heard our prayers.  Within one week we
have almost doubled our Ministry. Our prayer is such —
not because we are hoping for people to have troubles so
that we can provide Stephen Ministers to them — but
because we know that many people in our church do have difficul-
ties in life, but they haven’t come forward to request our Ministry.

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; just
as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” John 13:34

These words of Jesus Christ speak to what Christ calls us to do as
Christians and they speak to what is at the heart of Stephen
Ministry.  Stephen Ministry exists only because Christ lives and
Christ loves.  As Stephen Ministers, we are able to bring Christ’s love
to those who are living through one of the many challenges of life.
With Stephen Ministers available, it is unnecessary, if you so choose,
to carry your burden alone.  Stephen Ministers have received exten-
sive training, and they look forward to each assignment.

Those who have already taken advantage of Stephen Ministry
over the last three years have come to appreciate the confidential
relationship that develops when a Stephen Minister is carefully
matched with his or her “care receiver”.

If you are currently suffering a loss or living through a challenge
please know that we are ready to help.  We will “show up” consis-
tently and bring with us the love and encouragement that is avail-
able only through Jesus Christ.

God wants our Stephen Ministry to succeed and grow as a
viable, important ministry at Christ Chapel.  

The Stephen Ministry Leadership Team
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STEPHEN MINISTRY MOMENT

Worship Notes - from Page 2
God doesn’t “show up” at worship, as

the popular catch phrase goes. Although
such language is  obviously intended to
communicate a vivid sense of fellowship
with God, we must never suppose that
God was either somewhere else or that
we did something to bring him close!
When it comes to worship, God is the
inviter, the host, and the honoree.
Worship is a dialogue, a conversation
between God and his people. He speaks
to us through His Word, and we, in turn,
respond to Him with our songs, prayers,
and words of praise.  As is true in any
good conversation, we need to make sure
we are listening to God and not doing all
of the talking.  We need to hear from
God more than God needs to hear from
us. And while God deserves and desires
and relishes the praises of his people,
how much more fervent and heartfelt
those praises will be when they are fueled
by God’s own self-revelation.

WORSHIP NOTES, CONT.

PHOTO DIRECTORY

You Ought to Be in Pictures!
Christ Chapel is preparing to produce

a photo directory with Olan Mills.
Photographers will be here on July 9, 10,
11 and 25 11 from 3:00-9:30 p.m. and
on July 12 and 26  from 10 a.m.-5:00
p.m. Time slots are nearly full, so be sure
to sign up in the Narthex or Fellowship
Hall on Sunday July 6!

All who participate
will receive a free
8x10 photo and a free
copy of the Christ
Chapel photo directo-
ry. You will also be
given the opportunity
to purchase individual
and/or family portraits
when you come to
have your photos
done.   



Christ Chapel Congregational Meeting & Church Supper

Tuesday, July 1 
Church Supper - 6:00 p.m.
Congregational Meeting - 7:00 p.m.

Please mark you calendar and plan to attend this important meeting. The
agenda is posted in the Fellowship Hall. Please plan to arrive at 6:00 p.m. 
to enjoy a light supper and fellowship before the meeting. 

Chatham Chorale Patriotic Concert

July 3 - 5:00 p.m. at Christ Chapel
The Chatham Chorale, under the direction of Margaret T. Bossi, will return
to Christ Chapel to celebrate our nation’s Independence Day. Americana
favorites from Copeland, Sousa, and Irving Berlin plus an energetic jazz
band, round out this free concert. Our own Pastor Crumb will be the fea-
tured soloist. Additional performances will be held at the Eastham Town
Green on June 30 at 7pm and Thirwood Place Retirement Center in S.
Yarmouth on July 2 at 7:30 PM. Call 1-888-556-2707 for details.

Pastor Beck’s Farewell Service & Reception
Sunday, July 13 ~ Combined Worship Service - 10:00 a.m.

Farewell Reception following the service
Join us for our final worship service with Pastor Beck as Senior Pastor, and
honor him and his family at a special farewell reception following the service.

Acuna, Mexico Youth Missions Trip & Report

Trip July 5-12 & Report - Sunday @ 6 on July 20
Please keep our team in prayer as they serve the Lord on this special Youth
With A Mission ministry trip, and come hear all about it at 6 p.m. on July 20!

Vacation Bible School

SonWorld Adventure Park
Monday, July 28 - Friday, August 1 - 9:00-11:30 a.m.

Vacation Bible School is FREE for all children entering Grades 1 - 6.
This year’s adventure will use games, crafts, skits, snacks, sports and
Scripture to give your kids the ticket they need to...

Please call the church office at 508-420-1200 to register your children! 
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COMING IN JULY





Where we you born and raised?
Jeff was born in Somerville, MA and
lived there until he was 12.  He spent
the rest of his growing up years in
Waltham, MA.
Sheila was born and raised in

Cedarville, OH.

What are the names and ages of your 
children?

We have three sons — Joey is 8, Zack
is 6 and Sam is 3 — and one daughter,
Bella who is 11 months old.

What are your hobbies?
We have no time for hobbies now but if we did, 
Sheila likes to cook and sew and Jeff likes photogra-
phy, videography and editing.  

What are your favorite books?
Jeff: The Bible

Love & Respect, Eggrich
Exemplary Husband, Stuart Scott 
Tender Warrior, Stu Webber 
Point Man, Steve Farrar          
Raising Modern Day Nights, Robert Lewis

Sheila: The Bible
Hinds’ Feet on High Places, Hannah Hurnard  
Choices, Mary Farrar
Lies Woman Believe & The Truth 
That Sets Them Free, Nancy Leigh DeMoss

What are your favorite Scriptures?
Jeff:  Favorite book is James; favorite verse is 1

Corinthians 16:13-14 ~ 
Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men,
be strong.  Let all that you do be done in love.

Sheila: Favorite verse is Hebrews 4:14-16 ~
Since then we have a great high priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God,
let us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have
a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been
tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us then

with confidence draw
near to the throne of
grace, that we may
receive mercy and
find grace to help in
time of need. 

What advice you would
give to young peo-
ple?

Be humble, find a Godly mentor and be transparent
with he or she.  
1 Peter 5:5 ~ Likewise, you who are younger, be sub-

ject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with
humility toward one another, for “God opposes the
proud but gives grace to the humble.”

How long have you attended Christ Chapel?
5 ½ Years

What activities are you involved with at Christ Chapel?
Jeff is involved in boys and men’s ministries and is on
the board of Elders where he is also the liaison to the
youth ministry. Sheila is involved with children’s min-
istries.

What do you enjoy about Christ Chapel?
We enjoy the strong commitment to the guarding and
teaching the Word of God.  We enjoy the pastors and
their families as well as the friendships we have been
blessed with here.
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Jeff & Shiela Miele

Shiela & Bella Miele

Left to right: 
Zack, Sam, Jeff & Joey Miele

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT



Please email or deliver your ad to the church office by July 15th.
Unless notified, we will run your ad for three months. 
Ads can be renewed by contacting the church office. 

CHRIST CHAPEL CLASSIFIEDBe Part of Proclaim
Please considering contributing

ministry updates, coming events,
Christ-centered testimonies, short
stories, photos and poems for
publication in Proclaim! 

Please submit contributions 
for the next issue by: 

July 15, 2008

Proclaim is published by Christ Chapel.   © Copyright 2008 All rights reserved.  

CONTACT US

For more information on 
Christ Chapel, please...

Visit our website:
www.ChristChapelCapeCod.org

Send us an email:
info@ChristChapelCapeCod.org

Call us: 508-420-1200 
Fax us:  508-420-3341 or 
Mail or Drop by: 

1200 Old Stage Road
Centerville, MA  02632

CHRIST CHAPEL
1200 Old Stage Road
Centerville, MA  02632

MARTHA’S MOWING
Too tired to mow? Not enough time? Don’t
like to mow? Call Martha’s Mowing! Lawns
mowed, spring & fall clean-ups, shrubs
trimmed. Free estimates. Centerville,
Marstons Mills areas. Call Martha 508-237-
0190 (Centerville) 6/08

FRAMING & CALLIGRAPHY
Years of experience and reasonable prices.
Contact Donna at Dowler Graphics to 
discuss your needs! 508-428-6836.   6/08

CAR NEEDED
A new attender of Christ Chapel is looking
for an affordable car to purchase as soon as
possible. Call Justine at 508-362-3081 7/08

HP INK CARTRIDGES AVAILABLE
We needed to replace a printer in the church
office and no longer need ink cartridges that
are in their sealed packages, but are out of
the box and can not be returned. If you
could use HP cartridge #27, 28 or 56,
please contact the church office.    7/08

PHOTOGRAPHER WANTED
Digital photographer to photograph steps in
construction for a national woodworking
magazine. Call Bob at 508-775-9583. 5/08

HOME NEEDED FOR POODLE
Looking for a good home for a 4.5 year old
brown Toy Poodle. Would do best in a home
where there are no other dogs or children so
he can get a lot of love and attention. Call
Carole at 774-563-8508 (cell). 5/08

HOME FOR RENT
Phil Murdy’s house will be available for rent in
July. This two-bedroom ranch has a walk-out,
finished basement.  It is located in Marston’s
Mills on a quiet, wooded lot, yet walking dis-
tance from the supermarket.  Please contact
Ann Quinlin at Remax in Marston’s Mills at
888-428-2300 or Peter Murdy at 508-947-
0303 if you are interested. 7/08

Proclaim!
July 2008 Edition

Blessed is 
the nation 
whose God 
is the Lord

~ Psalm 33:12




