


Worshipping 
Christ at Advent
Advent is not yet Christmas, but

an invitation to wait, to watch, to
listen, to prepare and to anticipate.
Observance of the Advent season
dates from the sixth century in
Gaul.  Its observance in the church
of today offers meaningful oppor-
tunities to give attention to the

great proclamation "The Word
became flesh and dwelt among us"
(John 1:14) and the assurance it
brings that God has entered into
human history through the incar-
nation of the Son.  

At its core, Advent is a season
of waiting.  Its purpose is to culti-
vate our awareness of God's
actions -- past, present, and future.
During this season we reflect on
God's kingdom from two stand-
points: that of Jewish hopes for
renewal, fulfilled in the person of
Jesus Christ, and that of the mis-
sion of the Church in contempo-
rary society as we await Christ's

second advent.  As we journey
through the season of Advent we
hear the prophecies of the
Messiah's coming addressed to us
as those who wait for Christ's sec-
ond coming.  In Advent we height-
en our anticipation for the ultimate
fulfillment of all Old Testament
promises, when the wolf will lie
down with the lamb, death will be

swallowed up in victory, and every
tear will be wiped away.  In this way,
Advent highlights for us the larger
story of God's redemptive plan.

A deliberate tension is built into
our observance of the Advent sea-
son.  Christ has come, yet not all
things have reached completion. As
we remember Israel's waiting and
hoping and give thanks for Christ's
birth, we also anticipate His sec-
ond coming at the end of time. For
this reason Advent began as a peni-

tential season, a time for discipline
and intentional repentance in the
confident expectation and hope of
Christ's coming again.  The Advent
season includes the four Sunday
preceding Christmas.  Our worship
on these Sundays is designed to
help us learn to better live in the
tension that exists between cele-
brating and hoping.

LESSONS AND CAROLS

As has been our custom for
many years, Christ Chapel will
offer A Festival of Eight Lessons
and Carols on Sunday, December
10 at 5:00 p.m.  Led by our own

40 voice Chancel Choir, this spe-
cially designed service provides an
excellent opportunity to share the
Christ of Christmas with those who
may not yet have come to full
awareness of who He is and why
He came to earth.  God has been
gracious in gifting our church with
a very dedicated group of choris-
ters, and their ministry and mes-
sage in song is a blessing that
should be shared freely with our
community at large.

The program for this service
includes a mixture of familiar and
new Christmas music with pipe 

~ continued on page 3 ~

Rev. Thomas Crumb
Worship Pastor
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Join us for 
A Festival of Eight
Lessons & Carols

December 10 at 5 p.m.
Reception immediately following.



Make Good $ense this Christmas Season
I'm currently in the middle of teaching the budget course "Good
$ense” to our Life Builders adult Sunday school class.  I think
it's a great topic to be covering as we approach the Christmas
season, for the obvious reason that this is a time of the year when

we tend to spend more money than usual.  

This class has helped us put together a very detailed budget, that will in turn
give us freedom to know what we can spend this Christmas season without
getting into financial difficulty.  Actually one of the charts we had to fill out
is a "gift list" chart, which keeps track of everyone we give gifts to, and
approximately how much we spend on them for birthdays, Christmas,
anniversarys, and anything else.  When you add up the grand total and divide
by twelve the average monthly amount spent on gifts alone is quite surpris-
ing.  It made me pause to be thankful that God has given Gretchen and I the
means to be able to give.  

In the midst of the hustle and bustle of the shopping season, take a moment
to be thankful for the means God has given you to be able to give.  Keeping
in mind God's provisions for all of us will help to make our giving this year
more joyful than ever.  And then may you give for all the right reasons.  Not
to impress others, or to buy their love, but out of gratitude; for what God has
given you financially, and more importantly for how He has given us the ulti-
mate gift of His son Jesus Christ.  Praise be to God, and Merry Christmas!

Pete Axelson 
Youth Pastor

YOUTH NEWS
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“In the midst of
the hustle and
bustle of the 

shopping season,
take a moment to
be thankful for the

means God has
given you to be
able to give.”

organ and piano accompaniment.
Those in attendance will join in
singing many of the glorious carols
of the season that never fail to
warm the heart. Choral anthems
include compositions by Praetorius,
Handel, Mendelssohn, John Rutter,
and others.  All are welcome for this
inspiring holiday presentation.
Refreshments will be served follow-
ing the program, and childcare for
infants and toddlers will be provided.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
The students of our Sunday

School will present their Christmas
program, The Nativity on Sunday,

December 17 at 6:00.  Students in
each of our classes from the tod-
dlers right up to the Sr. High
School will share the Christmas
story in pageant form combining
the elements of word, song, and
drama. Each of our classes is busily
preparing to take its part in this
special retelling of the Christmas
story, and we remind families of the
special practice we will hold for all
of our classes on Saturday,
December 16 at 9:00 a.m. You and
your family will not want to miss
this special service of celebration
and praise along with the chance it
provides to see how God is working
in the lives of our students.

WORSHIP NOTES - CONTINUED

Join us for
“The Nativity”

Sunday School Pageant
December 17 at 6 p.m.



The Christmas Holidays 
Can Be Painful

The joy of Christmas can turn into a
time of painful loneliness and emptiness for
those who have suffered a loss or who are
going through a difficult time. But help is
available. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to
provide confidential, one-to-one, Christian
care. They will listen, care, encourage, pray with 

and for you, and support you through the
holidays and as long as your need persists. If

you or someone you know is hurting, find
out more about Stephen Ministry by talking
with one of our Stephen Leaders: David or
Christine Cappello, Susan Rodenberger ,

Jerry White or send us an email at
christchapelstephenministry@yahoo.com. 

Our Stephen Ministers are there to care.

STEPHEN MINISTRY MINUTE
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The Wonder of Christmas - Continued from page 1

Jesus was born sinless (by the mechanism of the
Virgin Birth) and He lived a sinless life (in perfect obe-
dience to every detail in the law of God). Had Jesus
sinned just once, He could not have been a perfect
offering. Scripture everywhere affirms the utter sinless-
ness of Christ:

In John 7:18 His most hostile critics could not
accuse Him of one sin. 
1 Peter 2:22 states that He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in His mouth.
Hebrews 7:26 says He is holy, blameless, pure,
set apart from sinners.

Jesus passed through this world untainted by sin.
That’s why He is far more than just some great moral
teacher or unique religious figure. God in His mercy
visited this earth in the Person of His Son who paid the
costly price for our redemption. He came because He
had to come if we were ever to be delivered. He came
because there was no other way that we could be res-
cued. He came to take away our sins. 

Until we first come to see the holiness of God and
the tragedy of our own corruption we will never fully
appreciate God’s remedy or the miracle of Christmas.
When we ignore sin, euphemize it, or even mute it of

its lethal venom we are cut-
ting at the nerve of the
incarnation. Jesus Christ
came not merely to help us
overcome a bad habit but to
take away our sin!

There is a play depicting
what Joseph did the day
after Jesus was born. He is
seen constructing a crib so
that his Son would no
longer need to sleep in a
manger. Joseph is pounding
away with hammer and
nails he wonders to himself,
"Since they treated Him like
this at His birth, I wonder
how they will treat Him
when they find out He’s
really the Son of God." At that moment the lights go
out -- and as the darkness thickens all you hear is the
pounding of a hammer against a nail. 

Among the gifts you will give this Christmas, how
many of them do you think will last forever? God's gift
is eternal and Jesus is God’s gift to you. We are not
saved by being good -- we are saved by believing that
Jesus paid the penalty for our sins in full. If you have
never trusted in Christ to take away your sins I urge
you to humbly receive Him this Christmas season. If
you already know Christ then fully participate in all of
our programs and times of worship this Advent season.
Let us gather with joy as we celebrate the wonder of
Christmas.

Merry Christmas,
Pastor Paul

FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED

“Among the
gifts you will

give this
Christmas,

how many of
them do you

think will
last forever?”

“He came because 
He had to come 
if we were ever 

to be delivered.”
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COMING IN DECEMBER

CCoommee CCeelleebbrraattee tthhee
PPrriinnccee ooff PPeeaaccee

A Festival of Eight Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 10 at 5:00 p.m.

An exploration of the miracle of Christmas presented by the 
Chancel Choir under the direction of Rev. Thomas Crumb. 

Features selections by Handel, Mendelssohn and Rutter as well as 
traditional carols. Refreshments will be served after the service. 

Sunday School Christmas Pageant
Sunday, 17 at 6:00 p.m.

Our youth will share the story of the birth of Christ 
through scripture, drama and song.

Christmas Eve Services 
Sunday, December 24 at 10:00 a.m.

Festive worship with Choir & Brass. 
Sunday, December 24 at 5:00 p.m.

Candlelight service with timely message by Pastor Paul Beck.

New Years Eve Service 
Sunday, December 31 at 10:00 a.m. 

No evening service. Happy New Year!

Please 
use the 

postcards 
provided in the

Narthex to invite
your friends and
neighbors to our

holiday 
services!



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
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ADVENT SERMON SERIES:  CHRISTMAS FAQ’S
December 3 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Who Is Jesus of Nazareth?

John 1:1-18

Sunday @ 6 Christmas Carol Singspiration

December 10 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Was Jesus Really Virgin Born?
Luke 1:26-38

Sunday @ 5:00 p.m. Lessons & Carols

December 17 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Why did Jesus Visit our Planet?
Hebrews 2:5-18

Sunday @ 6 Sunday School Christmas Pagaent

December 24 10:00 a.m.  Why was Jesus Born in a Manger?
Christmas Eve Morning Luke 2:1-7

Sunday @ 5:00 p.m. Who were the Wise Men?
Christmas Eve Matthew 2:1-12

December 31 10:00 a.m.  To be announced
New Year’s Eve

Sunday @ 6 No Service - Happy New Year!

Severe Weather 
Closing Announcements
In the case of heavy snow, please
check any of the following media
to see if Sunday morning services
have been cancelled.

Radio
WBZ NewsRadio 1030 

(at 5 and 35 minutes past the hour)
WRKO 680 AM
WQRC 99.9 FM
WXTK 95.1 FM

TV
Channel 4 - WBZ - 5 am News

Channel 7 - WRKO
Online

www.whdh.com/stormforce 

New Church Email Addresses
Please update your computer’s email
address book with these new email
addresses for Christ Chapel and the
Pastoral staff.

Church office
info@christchapelcapecod.org 

Pastor Paul Beck
PaulBeck@christchapelcapecod.org

Pastor Thomas Crumb
ThomasCrumb@christchapelcapecod.org

Youth Pastor Peter Axelson
Pete@christchapelcapecod.org

Administrative Asst. Elayne Brigham
Elayne@christchapelcapecod.org

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please take a moment 
to welcome the following
new members to our 
Christ Chapel family:

Peter & Diana Bennett
Al & Nancy Freeman
Megan Hotchkiss

Marcia Johnson
Don & Barbara Lynde
David & Rebecca Thomas



CHRIST CHAPEL

Proclaim is published by Christ Chapel. All rights reserved.

1200 Old Stage Road
Centerville, MA 02632

CONTACT US

For more information on events and 
happenings at Christ Chapel

Visit our website: christchapelcapecod.org
Email: info@christchapelcapecod.org
Call: 508-420-1200 or
Fax:  508-420-3341

CAPE ZONELINE & APPLIANCE
SERVICE - 508 364 7738 

GE-Hot Point-RCA-Whirlpool-
KitchenAid-Maytag-Magic Chef-
Amana. Repairs all brands of appli-
ances, cleans and replaces dryer vents.
A clogged dryer vent can be a signifi-
cant fire hazard. Locally owned,
Licensed & Insured, 30 years experi-
ence.

GEORGE BROOKS - 
LIC. PLUMBER 508-428-0356

Plumbing - Heating - New or Old,
Evenings and Saturdays. 

HOUSE FOR RENT OR SALE

2+ BR/1BA, newly remodeled
Private lot on quiet street close
to Hyannis amenities. 1/8 mi.
to great beach, brand new roof,
new exterior painting, 10x14
shed, fantastic inside and out.
A must see! Rent: $1,300 + utl.
Sale:  $400,000 Call Matt/Sarah at
508-394-0276 or email
matt-sarah@verizon.net.

PARK YOUR BOAT!
Need space to park a boat or car for the
winter? This could be a win-win situa-
tion! Please call Donna about space
available in a safe, spacious garage -
508-428-6836.
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Christ the 
Savior is born!

On Wednesday,December 20 from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., the 3rd annual Noah
Telethon, A Home for the Holidays will air live from Bourne to Provincetown on local
access channels 10 and 17.

NOAH Center is the only emergency shelter on the Cape and Islands for men and
women who are homeless.  At $45 per person per day, and only partially funded,
NOAH depends on private support to assist the 500 men and women who come to
NOAH each year. NOAH, a Samaritan Inn for all the towns of Cape Cod and the
islands, provides shelter, meals, clothing, support and guidance to the homeless.

Members of faith communities from across the Cape will be taking pledge calls dur-
ing the first segment of the Telethon, from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. Tune in ot see neighbors
and friends carry out the caring that is called for in Matthew 25 as they help NOAH
center serve the poor. Join those calling to offer your support.

Donations may be made prior to the Telethon by calling 508-771-5400, ext. 272 or
by going onthe web at www.haconcapecod.org. Click on giving.

For more information on how to get involved, call Rick Brigham at 508-364-7590.

Be Part of Proclaim! 
Please submit items for next issue of

Procliam by January 15, 2007.

ATTENTION ALL SHEEP: LIVE OUT MATTHEW 25 “A Home for 
the Holidays”
NOAH Shelter

3rd Annual Telethon
Wednesday, December 20

Channels 10 & 17
5:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Faith Community Focus:
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.

You may donate during 
the telethon or by calling 
508-771-5400, ext. 272 
or clicking on Giving at
www.haconcapecod.org


